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The classic, groundbreaking analysis of the role of race in the classroom and a guide for

teaching across difference, from the MacArthur Award–winning educator“Phenomenal. . . .

[This book] overcomes fear and speaks of truths, truths that otherwise have no voice.” —San

Francisco Review of BooksIn this groundbreaking, radical analysis of contemporary

classrooms, MacArthur Award–winning author Lisa Delpit develops the theory that teachers

must be effective “cultural transmitters” in the classroom, where prejudice, stereotypes, and

assumptions often breed ineffective education. Delpit suggests that many academic problems

attributed to children of color are actually the result of miscommunication, as primarily white

teachers educate “other people’s children” and perpetuate the imbalanced power dynamics

that plague our system.Now a classic of educational thought and a must-read for teachers,

administrators, and parents striving to improve the quality of America’s education system,

Other People’s Children has sold over 150,000 copies since its original publication. Winner of

an American Educational Studies Association Critics’ Choice Award and Choice magazine’s

Outstanding Academic Book Award, this anniversary edition features a new introduction by

Delpit as well as important framing essays by Herbert Kohl and Charles Payne.
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Kathy Ann, “Great conversation starter. This book was a required reading for an education

class I took. Although I do feel like many of the topics touched upon in the book are relevant

and important, this book is somewhat outdated. It does not consider the way that technology

has integrated into the classroom or how education has changed over the last 10 years. On

the other hand, I did love this book because it gave me an entirely different perspective on a

topic that I didn't think much about otherwise and got me to think outside of the box. The

lessons within the book, like variations of communication among cultures and barriers that

students and teachers face, were really vital concepts for anyone to at least start thinking

about. The book was awesome to read for my class because it started an amazing discussion

among my classmates. The book is an easy read and the topics flow nicely to build upon one

another.”

E. Hogan, “Other Peoples Children Review (english 145). Lisa Delpit's novel, "Other People's

Children" is an insightful read about the cultural differences that exist in our society today. For

some background information, Lisa Delpit is an African American who at a young age was

forced into an integrated school district. She has written "Other People's Children" to share her

beliefs on racism, mistreatment, and ignorance of our culture today. The book is divided into

three sections, each consuming of a plan of action to create a more culture friendly society for

teachers, students, and administration. Delpit's suggestion about her non-traditional approach

to teaching is extremely insightful. Delpit focuses on teaching children of color, but her

strategies and advice can be used to benefit all types of students. The first section of the book,

"Skills and Other Dilemmas of a Progressive Black Educator" discusses the ins and outs of our

societies idea of a "language progressive" ideology. Here, and through out her entire novel,

Delpit shares stories that have actually occurred in her life. For example, she talks about the

idea of "black vs. standard English." Throughout her childhood, many would try and correct her

grammar. This did not sit well with Delpit due to the fact that she believed she should write as

she would talk. To keep from correcting her own students as she once was, she created a



strategy to improve her students writing skills. She developed the idea of a "fast write" and

"golden lines" which were to be done in a group process. This strategic plan helped students

write freely, and focused their energy on fluency over correctness. The next section of the book

is titled, "Lessons from Home and Abroad: Other Cultures and Communities," These stories

piece together the importance of culture acceptance. Delpit expresses that idea that education

meets its maximized success when cultures of people are integrated. We can assume that by

integrating our society, all will understand different perspectives of life. Delpit shared an

incredible story about the Papua New Guinea in this section. Papua New Guinea is a county of

only three million citizens who actually speak 700 different languages. They had to figure out

how to teach all their citizens in "Standard English." After numerous failed attempts, a new

reform labeled "Vilis Tokples Pri-Skul" was created. From the ages 10 to 15 students would

learn English. This allowed the English language to reform in their society, while still allowing

the people of Papua New Guinea to remain true to their culture. This example helped Delpit

prove that the mixture of language and culture is your key to success in education. The final

section focuses completely on Delpits ideas for education reform, and goals that need to occur

to provide equality for all children in the education atmosphere. Delpit goes into great detail

discussing traditional style of teaching, and the negativity about teacher assessment tests.

Delpit believes that teachers are overwhelmed with teacher assessment tests. However, these

tests do not always determine the success of them. The tests have been consider to be the

reason why their has been a significant decline in new professionals entering the teaching field.

Furthermore, effects urban areas where minorities are a concern. At the end of her book,

Delpit shares recommendations. Her first recommendation is to teachers and family

interaction. She believes that for a teacher to be successful, they must connect with their

student's families inside and outside of the classroom. This helps teacher further their

understanding of each individual student. She also recommends a more diverse teaching force.

If you are a teacher and have a clear understand of what's going on in your student's lives, it

will be much easier for them to trust you, and you to trust them. The last suggestion is the

dismissal of Eurocentric curriculum. This segregated, race particular way of teaching needs to

be reformed into a way to learn and teach about people of all backgrounds. This will provide

our future with a more positive understanding of the world around us, and our place in it.Delpit

is successful in her attempts to inform readers about the difficulties our children face every day

of their lives. Something she is a bit crucial, but her way of writing helps ones understand the

importance of her beliefs. Delpits insightful stories, interviews, and beliefs create a story that

gives future educators, like myself, a sense of hope to create change in the education world.”

Stacey Marie, “Diversity is Key. In her book, Other People's Children: Cultural Conflict in the

Classroom, Lisa Delpit provides readers with evidence that cultural issues are still very much

present in schools today. She discusses hot button issues such as race, gender, social class,

and other prejudices with in the educational system.Lisa Delpit uses first hand evidence to

support her claims. In the beginning of the book she explains how she felt when considering

the way she spoke compared to how she was expected to speak. She states that upon

returning to school an African American boy asked her why she was trying to speak "white."

This situation could easily be turned around and a teacher could chastise a student for

speaking the way he or she was taught at home, but what is noticeably not correct English.

This is obviously still a hot issue today. Should teachers forcefully correct a student's bad

grammar, or accept it as part of their culture. Because these lines are so thin it's hard to

decide which is the best course of action. This book helps readers explore these type



situations and gives them ideas as to better handle them.Other People's Children is a great

tool in the educators arsenal. Lisa Delpit sheds light on what it means to be an educator of

diverse learners thus this book should be widely read. It helps show how stereotypes can be

hurtful not only to the person stereotyped against, but also to the learning process of that

particular person. If more people understood diversity in the classroom perhaps graduation

rates would be higher than they are.”

Frananicolini, “excellent reference for modern educators. This book gave me an entirely new

perspective on what it means to teach for social justice. This should be required reading for

educators everywhere. Offered specific examples of where modern American education is

failing as well as proposals for how to fix a broken system at the classroom level instead of the

bureaucratic nonsense. Easy read. Concise and to the point.”

V ROUSE, “great book to start up those difficult conversations about Race, Culture, and

Opportunity!. I have used this book for in-service training courses on meeting the needs of

Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students. Delpit is extremely honest and forthright in her

discussion of Cultural Conflict in the Classroom -- and how our schools can prepare our CLD

students to make their way in the world.This book is NOT for people who want to say they

studied these issues but do not want to risk offending anyone. It is for people who truly want to

have these conversations and are willing to get down to the nitty-gritty of dealing with

differences, prejudices, and how we prepare students of all colors and backgrounds to be part

of our multi-cultural world.”

The book by Grant Snider has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 574 people have provided feedback.



Language: English

File size: 477 KB

Simultaneous device usage: Unlimited

Text-to-Speech: Enabled

Screen Reader: Supported

Enhanced typesetting: Enabled

X-Ray: Not Enabled

Word Wise: Enabled

Print length: 258 pages

Lending: Not Enabled

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/d

